Introduced by Council Member Daniels: 

RESOLUTION 2015-122
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING FORMER JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE DIRECTOR JIMMY HOLDERFIELD AND MR. JOSE CRUZ ON THEIR BRAVERY AND QUICK ACTION IN APPREHENDING THE PERPETRATOR OF A HIT-AND-RUN ACCIDENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in June 2014, retired JSO Director Jimmy Holderfield and Jose Cruz were stopped at the traffic light at the intersection of Atlantic and University Boulevards when they witnessed a driver run a red light and strike another vehicle in the intersection; and


WHEREAS, as the drivers of other vehicles went to the aid of the driver of the struck vehicle, the red light runner jumped from his vehicle and tried to flee the scene, at which point Director Holderfield and Mr. Cruz gave chase in their vehicles and cornered the driver in a drugstore parking lot where he was subdued by Director Holderfield and held until the Sheriff’s Office arrived in response to a 9-1-1 call by Mr. Cruz; and


WHEREAS, after being taken into custody by the JSO and charged with driving while intoxicated, driving with a suspended license and leaving the scene of an accident with injuries, the man was found to have two previous arrests for DUI in the last three years and other arrests for drug possession, aggravated battery and carrying a concealed weapon; and 


WHEREAS, Jimmy Holderfield is a retired Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Director, having served in the JSO for 35 years in positions from corrections officer to police officer to Chief of the Human Resources Division to Chief of the Prisons Division to Director of the Department of Corrections, during which time he was also elected to five terms as President of the Jacksonville Fraternal Order of Police and elected to five terms as President of the Florida Fraternal Order of Police; and


WHEREAS, Director Holderfield and Mr. Cruz demonstrated great bravery and quick thinking in taking their actions to protect the safety of the general public and to apprehend a man whom they witnessed fleeing the scene of a crime and who later turned out to be a dangerous felon; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends retired JSO Director Jimmy Holderfield and citizen Jose Cruz for their bravery and swift and selfless action in apprehending a red-light runner who caused an accident and attempted to flee the scene. The actions of Director Holderfield and Mr. Cruz demonstrated great concern for the public safety and welfare and is worthy of the thanks and esteem of the Council and the citizens of Jacksonville.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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